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ABIGAIL A. SALYERS 

 

Abigail A. Salyers was a microbiologist that is most well known for her work on 

the microbiome of the gut. She was the first female tenured professor at the 

University of Illinois where she studied the interactions between gut bacteria and 

their host as well as antibiotic resistance gene transfer. In 2001, during the anthrax 

mailing attacks, she was the president of the American Society of Microbiology. 

Despite the push to devote overwhelming resources into anthrax and bioterrorism 

research, she stressed the importance of still balancing other research on diseases 

that threaten the population annually, such as influenza. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a page from Bacteria and Me, a microbiology coloring book by Aedan Gardill and 

Tiffany Harris, and is funded by the Marie Christine Kohler fellowship. 

To learn more information about the project and access free downloads of the coloring 

book pages, visit:  

kohlerfellows.illuminatingdiscovery.wisc.edu/projects/bacteria-and-me/ 


