
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALEXANDER FLEMING 

 

Alexander Fleming is a bacteriologist that discovered penicillin. In 1928, after 

returning from holiday, he discovered that he had contamination on his bacterial 

cultures. He showed that this contamination could prevent growth of bacteria 

known to cause illness. Penicillin would go on to become a very important 

antibiotic, however, Fleming was unable to isolate penicillin for therapeutic use, 

but is still credited for its discovery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a page from Bacteria and Me, a microbiology coloring book by Aedan Gardill and 

Tiffany Harris, and is funded by the Marie Christine Kohler fellowship. 

To learn more information about the project and access free downloads of the coloring 

book pages, visit:  

kohlerfellows.illuminatingdiscovery.wisc.edu/projects/bacteria-and-me/ 


