
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANTIBIOTICS 

 

Antibiotics are medicines that are used to treat bacterial infections. They are not 

effective against viral infections because viruses are not living and will not 

complete the processes targeted by antibiotics. Antibiotics are classified based 

upon the structure of the drug. Different antibiotics will target different processes 

in bacteria that are necessary for growth and survival. These include things like 

making proteins, replicating DNA, and constructing the cell wall (which surrounds 

the cell and is necessary to maintain cell shape). Antibiotics can be bacteriostatic, 

where they simply stop the growth of the bacteria to allow the immune system to 

act against the bacteria, or they can also be bactericidal, where they kill the bacteria 

and then rely on the body to clear the debris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a page from Bacteria and Me, a microbiology coloring book by Aedan Gardill and 

Tiffany Harris, and is funded by the Marie Christine Kohler fellowship. 

To learn more information about the project and access free downloads of the coloring 

book pages, visit:  

kohlerfellows.illuminatingdiscovery.wisc.edu/projects/bacteria-and-me/ 


