
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BASIC BACTERIAL SHAPES 

  

Bacteria come in all shapes and sizes, but there are three basic shapes that bacteria 

take. Those three shapes are coccus, bacillus, and spirochete. A coccus is a round 

shaped bacterium. An example of a coccus shaped bacterium is Staphylococcus 

aureus. A bacillus is a rod shaped bacterium. An example of a bacterium that is a 

bacillus is Escherichia coli. A spirochete bacterium is a bacterium in the shape of a 

spiral. An example of a spirochete is Borrelia burgdorferi, which is one causative 

species of Lyme disease. 

 

 

 

 

 
This is a page from Bacteria and Me, a microbiology coloring book by Aedan Gardill and 

Tiffany Harris, and is funded by the Marie Christine Kohler fellowship. 

To learn more information about the project and access free downloads of the coloring 

book pages, visit:  

kohlerfellows.illuminatingdiscovery.wisc.edu/projects/bacteria-and-me/ 


