
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEINOCOCCUS RADIODURANS 

 

Deinococcus radiodurans are bacteria that can survive extremely high levels of 

radiation. In 1956, these bacteria were isolated from a can of ground meat that had 

been irradiated at high levels. It was soon named Deinococcus after the greek 

adjective that means strange or unusual. The cells are spherical and exist in tetrads 

(or groups of four).  Typically high levels of radiation will damage a cell’s DNA 

resulting in death; however, D. radiodurans have mechanisms to resist this 

damage. There is a lot of research investigating what those specific mechanisms 

are. 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a page from Bacteria and Me, a microbiology coloring book by Aedan Gardill and 

Tiffany Harris, and is funded by the Marie Christine Kohler fellowship. 

To learn more information about the project and access free downloads of the coloring 

book pages, visit:  

kohlerfellows.illuminatingdiscovery.wisc.edu/projects/bacteria-and-me/ 


