
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELIZABETH BUGIE 

 

Elizabeth Bugie was a biochemist who participated in the discovery of 

streptomycin in the 1940s, which is an antibiotic that is isolated from the soil 

bacterium Streptomyces griseus. She was a part of a team of scientists in the lab of 

Selman Waksman at Rutgers University. Streptomycin was one of the first broad 

spectrum antibiotics that could treat a wide range of different infections, most 

notably tuberculosis. While Bugie’s name is on the original scientific paper for the 

isolation of streptomycin, she was unfortunately not included on the patent for the 

drug or acknowledged for the Nobel prize for the discovery, despite being an 

important member of Waksman’s lab. 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a page from Bacteria and Me, a microbiology coloring book by Aedan Gardill and 

Tiffany Harris, and is funded by the Marie Christine Kohler fellowship. 

To learn more information about the project and access free downloads of the coloring 

book pages, visit:  

kohlerfellows.illuminatingdiscovery.wisc.edu/projects/bacteria-and-me/ 


