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Angelina Fanny Hesse, in the 1880s, was the first person to suggest that agar
should be used as a media for growing and isolating bacteria. Hesse was a
scientific illustrator and technical assistant for her husband, who was a member of
Robert Koch’s lab. She learned of agar from a neighbor when she was a child
living in New York. Agar works best for bacterial cultures because it doesn’t melt
when the plates are incubated at higher temperatures, which are required to grow
some bacteria. After observing this, her husband brought the idea to Koch.
Although her discovery was crucial, neither she nor her husband were credited for
this discovery.
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