
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PENICILLIUM 

 

Penicillin is an antibiotic that was initially discovered by Alexander Fleming in 

1928 after he determined that the mold, Penicillium, produced a substance that 

could kill bacteria. It wasn’t until 1941 when the drug was available for medical 

use. Prior to its discovery, many bacterial infections were untreatable as penicillin 

was one of the first antibiotics to be discovered. Even today it is still one of the 

most widely used antibiotic drugs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a page from Bacteria and Me, a microbiology coloring book by Aedan Gardill and 

Tiffany Harris, and is funded by the Marie Christine Kohler fellowship. 

To learn more information about the project and access free downloads of the coloring 

book pages, visit:  

kohlerfellows.illuminatingdiscovery.wisc.edu/projects/bacteria-and-me/ 


