
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PIPETTE 

 

Pipettes are common lab equipment that are used to transfer liquids. There are 

several different types of pipettes including volumetric pipettes, disposable pipettes 

(or transfer pipettes), and variable volume pipettes. Volumetric pipettes are used to 

accurately transfer a specific volume of liquid. These pipettes have narrow tips and 

a bulb-like structure in the middle and can only transfer a specific volume of liquid 

that the pipette was designed to transfer. Disposable or transfer pipettes are used to 

transfer small amounts of liquid. These pipettes have a bulb at one end that is 

pressed and released to pull the liquid into the pipette and pressed again to release 

the liquid. With a variable volume pipette you can adjust the exact volume of the 

liquid that is being transferred. These pipettes use sterilizable tips to hold the liquid 

that is being transferred. Each variable volume pipette has a range of volumes of 

liquid that can be transferred, so there are several different sizes available. Variable 

volume pipettes allow the transfer of liquids easily using one hand. 

 

 

 

This is a page from Bacteria and Me, a microbiology coloring book by Aedan Gardill and 

Tiffany Harris, and is funded by the Marie Christine Kohler fellowship. 

To learn more information about the project and access free downloads of the coloring 

book pages, visit:  

kohlerfellows.illuminatingdiscovery.wisc.edu/projects/bacteria-and-me/ 


