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A Letter from the Editors 

There is so much overlap between science and art. In science we see the application of art in designing 
representations of our data, in using confocal imaging to illuminate microscopic worlds, etc. In art we 

see the use of science in mixing paints, in careful consideration of combining different media, etc. Yet 

as individuals who think a lot about science (Anna) and art (Matt), we realized that we are not often 
pushed to think about the intersectionality of our fields. That is why we were so excited to host  a 

contest that encouraged individuals affiliated with the University of Wisconsin to do just that. Contest 

participants responded to the prompt: “How do art and science intersect?” We received submissions 

from undergraduates, graduate students, post-docs, staff and faculty showcasing the vibrancy and 

diversity of research and art done on campus. 

We hope that you enjoy this booklet depicting the amazing work of artist-scientists on campus and 

that it pushes your thinking on how science and art are intertwined. 

- Anna & Matt 

 

About the Editors 

Anna Gregory is a graduate student who studies the bacterial pathogen Clostridioides difficile (C. diff). 
She considers herself an avid fan many different artforms including theater (especially if it’s a 

musical), literature, and photography. In the future, Anna wants to teach life science at a primary 

undergraduate institute where she wants to encourage science students to see and appreciate artistic 

aspects of the field. 

Mateusz “Matt” Ferens is a PhD candidate in Art History. He studies the cultural exchanges of the 
eastern Mediterranean during the early modern period. Focusing on aspects of cultural hybridity and 

identity formation, Matt works on formulating new theoretical concepts regarding the colonial 

conditions of the post-Byzantine world. 

 

Funding 

This project is funded through the Marie Christine Kohler Fellowship, which funds graduate students 

at the University of Wisconsin to collaborate and create science and art fusion projects that will serve 

the greater Madison community.  

https://kohlerfellows.illuminatingdiscovery.wisc.edu/ 

The Kohler Fellowship is made possible through the Wisconsin Institute for Discovery (WID). We are 

especially grateful to the administrators who have helped and advised us on this project as well as all 
the other 2021-22 Kohler fellows for their contributions. 
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The pantoum is a form of poetry that hinges on repetition. It is composed of quatrains—stanzas of four 

lines—wherein the second and fourth lines of one stanza are repeated as the first and third lines of the 

next. It loops back and revisits itself while building a twisted narrative. As a poet, the pantoum can be 

an odd form to work with. As a computer programmer, however, I find the repetition to be strangely 

familiar.  

Ellen Wieland (undergraduate student) 
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Second Place Winner! 

Aquae Bloom is a four-piece fashion look created to depict the Cyanobacteria growths in Lake 

Mendota, WI. This stems from Riley Hale’s and Krystyn Kibler’s (water researchers at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison) research on the characterization of microbes in freshwater lakes, how their 

communities change, and what kinds of physical and chemical processes they do. The video presented 

emphasizes the connection fashion can make to the organisms by projecting images and videos of 

them upon the model and presenting the model emerging from the lake. Through partnering with 

Water@UW, Aquae Bloom is able to connect with the community by showing the importance of 

preserving and caring for the freshwater environment in regards to freshwater microbial ecology. 

Claire Stovall 

(undergraduate student) 

Check out Claire's video 
using this QR code!

agregory
Stamp
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Third Place Winner! 

 

There are trillions of bacteria living in 

our gastrointestinal system, creating a 

complicated world that is unique to each 

individual, called the microbiome. How 

these bacteria interact with each other 

and our bodies plays a vital role in our 

overall health and well-being. Several 

aspects of this complex world within 

have yet to be explained and remain a 

mystery.  

 

This art piece is a colon made from 226 

pieces of different types of wood. It 

represents the complex interplay among 

the multitude of bacterial species within 

our gastrointestinal microbiome. 

 

Mark Benson 

(faculty) 
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My image captures cardiomyocytes, the main muscle 
cell in the heart, undergoing cell division.  

Using fluorescent markers we can see the patterning 

of striated or "striped" cardiomyocytes (in red), DNA 

(in blue), compacted by histones and appearing as 

darker dots, and Phospho-Histone H3 (in green), a 
marker on the histones that signals for cell division.  

This image allows us to see and begin to understand 

beautiful and dynamic processes that happen in our 

hearts everyday. 

 

Rebecca Salamon 
(graduate student) 

I use the beauty of photomicrographs, video and 

pictures to reveal the links between what we see 
as beautiful and what we study as scientists.  

The symmetry and hue of the subjects reveal their 

nature, their structure and please the eye as an 

art form that exceeds daily perception and 

expands the definition and blurs the boundaries 

between what constitutes art and what is called 
science.  

The submitted photos are of a single crystal in a 

single drop of solution. The reaction between the 
two is the subject. 

 

James Maynard 
(staff) 
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It is a common misconception that science and art are 

like oil and water, unmixable. However, a peculiar 
observation comes to mind. Namely, that while water 

and lipids do not mix, they do come together in 
remarkable ways – for what would a cell be without its 

phospholipid bilayer? Hydrophobic. Hydrophilic. Both 

true. Just different ways of seeing a truth about nature. 

“Ways of Seeing” shows an 1885 Zeiss Stand I laboratory 

compound microscope similar to the one used by 

Santiago Ramón y Cajal for his neuroanatomical 
research. His detailed nerve cell drawings did not just 

push the field forward but have also sparked great 
artistic interest. In the photograph, the lens branches 

out, alluding to the plurality of ways in which we see the 

world. A world set on the stage, ready to be explored. 

Ready to be seen. 

 

Azul Pinochet-Barros  

(postdoctoral researcher) 

Titled “Tailwind,” this photo captures the incredible wonder that is woven into the fabric of flight. 
Flight in and of itself is highly technical. It requires the simultaneous application of physics, 

biomechanics, chemistry, and biology for a bird to move through the air fo r hundreds, even thousands, 

of miles.  
What comes so naturally to a 

seagull is beyond the realm 

of physical possibility for our 

bodies as humans. This has 
turned flight into a fantasy, 

something magical, for 

many. It inspires a sense of 

escape and liberation. 

“Tailwind” is rooted in the 
beauty that is found in how 

people live vicariously 
through the flight of animals 

around us. 

 

Koda Parker  

(undergraduate student) 
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This drawing is the expression about everything that kept 

me going through last pandemic year. Science, Art, Dance 

and Nature. My goal was to convey how these are 

intimately connected, and how they made life exciting and 

worth living. Science to me, at its core, is also a form of 

spiritual quest, through which we use a method to inquiry 

Nature, that often lies beyond our comprehension. Art is a 

practice, as old as culture itself, of perceiving beauty in 

everything, and expressing our admiration for the human 

condition. It reflects how our senses allow us to 

experience reality. The condition of Consciousness 

provides the unique perspectives that we can share with 

each other. The discovery of Dance was liberating for my 

body and soul, in a place that goes beyond identities. 

 

Isabela Fraga de Andrade  

(graduate student) 

"Symbioses" displays micro and macroscopic elements of 

life and shows the interconnectedness of Earth’s flora and 

fauna. Both science and art allow us to view the world from 

a new perspective and have the unique ability to make the 

unseen seen and the unknown knowable. I take large 

inspiration from biology and the vibrant patterns and 

textures found in the natural world. In researching the 

animals, plant cells, and fungi in "Symbioses", I also gained 

scientific information about why they look the way they do. 

Through this piece, I bridge elements of science and art to 

help viewers enjoy the aesthetic beauty of what science and 

discovery fundamentally envelopes. I enjoy illustrating 

natural elements in my work to bridge the scientific and 

artistic community and make science accessible to a wider 

audience, allowing people of all ages and backgrounds to 

appreciate and understand the world. I chose the title 

"Symbioses" firstly to represent the symbiotic relationships 

of the natural world, and the interconnectedness of life.  

However, after further reflection, this idea can broaden to include the symbiotic relationship between 

art and science. The discovery of life’s intricacies allow for new information to be added to the world, 

and art allows these intricacies to be portrayed in a new light. Life and the study of it is beautiful, and 

"Symbioses" depicts this, sharing the relationship between discovery, curiosity, and aesthetic beauty 

which can all be found in the natural world. 

Allyson Mills (undergraduate student) 
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“The Art of Chemistry: A Persuasive Opinion Piece” 

 They say that a picture is worth a thousand words. Well, what if that picture is a visual representation of data, like 

a graph? Instead, those words become a complicated and beautiful story. Maybe that biological model shares the story of a 

graduate student who despite all odds, defended their thesis.  Those hardly noticeable error bars on a graph contained in 

the supplemental information could be when a young student realized their love for physics. One of those data points could 

even be the story of a patient given a second chance at life because of a clinical trial. There are endless possibilities for 

what data can tell us, and the way that scientists portray our data through art is important, even vital. How vital you might 

ask? In my humble opinion, the future of science depends on it. I’m going to try to convince you of that.  

 The epitome of scientific communication amongst other scientists is art. When I think of the hundreds of scientific 

talks I’ve heard at this point in my career, it’s all just a bunch of scientists explaining pictures to other scientists (no offense 

to all the scientists out there, but you know I’m right). Granted these pictures are extremely complex, thus the need for the 

explanation at all, they’re still a visual depiction of the world around us that we’re exploring and trying to understand. 

Scientists continually take complex ideas, data and stories and turn them into something that we can look at and digest. 

Without visual components conversations that spark new experiments wouldn’t happen. The complex and sometimes even 

crazy mechanisms that help describe the world would be understood by so few that it wouldn’t face the necessary criticism 

it needs to improve. Collaborations between groups with different expertise that don’t understand the jargon wouldn’t 

happen. I could keep going, but I think you’re starting to see what I mean.  

 Aside from scientists, our community deserves and wants to know about the world around them. I can’t even 

imagine how information about the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic would be dispersed throughout the world were it not for 

the graphs and visual aids scientists developed to break down information. The art that scientists create to convey a 

message or to explain a new discovery to the public is one of the few ways that complex information can be shared in a 

language that everyone understands regardless of your background. Children may not understand how photosynthesis 

works, but they can look at a picture of the sun shining on a plant and learn that it helps give the plant energy to grow. It 

might be hard to explain to someone that the pH of lemon juice is lower than the pH of baking soda in water because the 

lemon juice has a higher concentration hydronium ions, but using a liquid pH indicator and putting a few drops of that 

indicator into a glass of each liquid now gives a visual interpretation of the concept. Finally, let’s think of a young scientist 

trying to explain how the mRNA vaccines work to her family (yes, this young scientist was me), and while their family 

doesn’t have a critical understanding of transcription and translation, they can follow a picture that shows how the body 

changes the components of that vaccine into a piece of the virus that won’t hurt them.  

 The last example I’ll use here to convince you of art’s importance in the future of science, is the future scientists 

who will be doing the actual science. If you ask scientists what got them excited about science, most of them will describe a 

visual experience they had, which was just an artistic interpretation of the world around them. For me, it was when my 

high school chemistry teacher was showing us how titrations worked. Aside from the obvious artform that comes with 

saying phenolphthalein, I remember watching that indicator go from being something clear, to a light pink, to a dark 

vibrant pink. While I kind of knew that it was because we were adding a basic solution to our flask, I had no idea what was 

going on mechanistically. Another time I learned about dilutions and saw this beautiful copper solution that went from a 

dark blue color to a nice sky blue indicating that the concentration of copper was decreasing as we diluted the solution 

further, but what got me hooked was that color gradient that just seemed so perfect. These beautiful colors were ways that 

I was able to understand the physical mechanisms taking place, and ultimately what made me interested in chemistry. The 

future of science depends on piquing the interest of a diverse group of youth. How do we do that? Through art. People from 

all kinds of backgrounds can appreciate visual and physical changes that take place due to the mechanisms of the world 

around us with little understanding of the scientific nature behind it.  

 I truly don’t think that science could exist without the numerous artforms that scientists utilize daily. Even just the 

abstract thinking that goes into science is a unique artform. While I mostly touched on how visual art helps us understand 

the world around us, how we use words helps us understand and communicate as well. I just think that the visual aids help 

us communicate verbally, which is why I’ve highlighted them here. The appreciation of science, how we communicate, how 

we diversify and make science more accessible moving forward is all dependent on the interface between science and art. 

When I said that the future of science depends on art, I really meant it. 

Meranda Masse (Ph.D. Candidate) 
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Scientists suggest that 

nanoparticles assemble in 

specific manners, but 

sometimes these particles 

show the most incredible 

patterns that make you smile 

after a stressful day at 

research. “Is this heart-

shaped assembly a purely 

random event or do these 

hundreds of particles 

communicate to each other 

in a way that we can’t 

perceive yet? Did our 

ancestors have the same 

question when they look up 

at the stars and connect the 

dots into constellations?” 

 

 

 

Johnson Chen 

(Postdoc) 

The microscopic image is a human 

hip sample that has been stained 

with DAPI, a fluorescent stain, in 

order to show the cells present in 

the area. The first time I saw the 

slide under the microscope, I 

immediately thought I was looking 

at a night sky and the painting 

Starry Night by Van Gogh filled my 

mind. There is truly art in 

everything, especially within our 

own bodies, even where we might 

never think or expect to see it. 

 

Katie Klauser  

(undergraduate student) 
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As a photographer, my aim of capturing 

moments and finding beauty in the ordinary is 

seen through this image of a moment when 

light rays passed through strands of hair in a 

concert hall. I enjoy photography since it 

allows for closer examination into moments 

that may be overlooked and a way to freeze 

scenes to enjoy after. 

I research at the Schloss Visual Reasoning Lab, 

and the lab's emphases on analyzing how 

visual reasoning is used for visual 

communication intrigues me in capturing 

unique visualizations, such as photographing 

color, shading, and lighting which may be 

overlooked. 

I find this image's combination of light, color 

visualization, and shadows to merge my 

personal interests in art and connecting back 

to my research, especially since this was taken 

at an orchestra hall where I performed as a 

violinist.  

Overall, this image ties into my background as 

a researcher, photographer, and musician, and 

encompasses my perspective of blending 

science into art. 

 

Shin-Tsz Lucy Kuo 

(undergraduate student) 

I often consider my field of research as art. 

I do laboratory astrochemistry, where we 

use state-of-the-art equipment to 

investigate how far chemistry can go in 

space. For this, we use an ultra-high-

vacuum chamber, a cryostat, and an 

ultraviolet lamp. Although state-of-the-art 

equipment, pioneer research is often 

based on "feelings." Once you reach a 

certain experience, you perform your 

research using your five senses. It 

becomes a "painting," a work of art.    

 

Gustavo Cruz 
(staff) 
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Shown here is the cecum (the region 

of the intestinal tract where the 

small intestine and colon meet) of a 

mouse with several enormous 

tumors. Though all tumors shown 

are a mixture of cells proficient (red) 

and deficient (green) for DNA repair, 

there is a different proportion of 

each cell population within each 

tumor. With this mouse model, we 

are better able to recapitulate the 

cellular diversity seen in human 

colorectal cancers in order to better 
predict treatment outcomes. 

 

Santina Snow (graduate student) 

Our senses allow us to perceive the world around us. Sensory neurons in our peripheral nervous 

system are embedded beneath our skin and sense potentially harmful stimuli, such as heat and 

pressure. Specific gates into the neuron, called ion channels, can open and close to allow these external 

stimuli to be converted to cellular signals. We study sensory neurons in the fruit fly, Drosophila 

melanogaster. In this image of a live fruit fly larvae, an ion channel “gate” in the sensory neurons is 

tagged with a marker called green fluorescent protein (GFP). The ion channel GFP signal illuminates 

the sensory neurons beneath the larval skin. This expansive network of neurons tiles the entire larval 

body wall and allows the larvae to interact with and sense its environment. 

Josie Mitchell, graduate student 

A human colorectal cancer can be composed of complex regions with distinctly different tumor cell 

populations. This cellular diversity greatly complicates selecting the most effective treatment regime 
to eliminate all cancer cells.  



11 
 

 

Stained glass has been used for centuries to inspire 

people by the use of light and color. These mini-soil 

profiles portray two common soil profiles that can be 

found in the US. 

Mattie Urrutia (staff) 

Similarly, art is something 

that can start at a single 

concept, and emerge at 

many different results. 

The practices of the arts 

and science are processes 

in their own right, that 

reflect the complexity and 

diverse journeys of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Abigail McGraw 

(undergraduate student) 

This piece is an image of a leaf. While simple in design, you can see the complexity in the veins, and 

how they all emerge from the leaf at a single point. Science is known for beginning with a single point 

or idea, and expanding in all different directions of experimentation. 
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Science is important to help us discover and comprehend the 

world around us, and art is just as important, helping us 

visualize and connect findings. Together these subjects create 

an intricate dance to bring our world to life.  

My Double Helix imitates this dance, using science to create a 

simplified realistic piece and art to bring it to life with flowing 

neon. United in this piece, art and science are helping us 
understand the world around us smaller than the eye can see. 

 

Madalene Halley  
(undergraduate student) 

At the intersection of art and science lies a sort of 

gray area, neither dictated by the laws of nature 

nor the flexible, subjective principles of art. In this 

piece I wanted to create an image that found itself 

in this gray area, considering ideas both appearing 

in art and in various branches of science - color, 

pattern, form.  

Science drives life, and life imitates art. 

 

Noah Zurn  

(undergraduate student) 
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Microplastics are everywhere. We know. Yet, scientific methodology in identifying them in a fast, 

reliable, and accurate manner is still lacking. My PhD work focuses on optimizing the use of the 

fluorescent stain, Nile Red, which binds to hydrophobic material like microplastics. When subjected to 

certain wavelengths of light, these microplastics glows and fluoresces brilliantly. Since all plastics have 

different physical, chemical and optical properties, the fluorescence of adhered Nile Red can result in a 

dizzying array of colors and may in fact be the key to helping us simultaneously detect and identify the 

plastic species without the time-consuming spectroscopic validation. 

 

Despite their prevalence and potential harm that these microplastics may bring, these pesky particles 

can still be beautiful. I hope that by showcasing these previously unseen plastics, we can begin to solve 

this issue by first acknowledging the extent of the problem and change our own behaviors accordingly 

to reduce our plastic consumption and eliminate their ultimate fate as microplastics. 

 

Derek Ho  

(graduate student) 

 

 

 

“Beauty and Detriment: Microplastics” 

 

To figure out its plastic species, 

We often look for a number below 

However, what if they’re in tiny pieces? 

How now shall we know? 

 

When these plastics break down to the miniscule, 

With each type fragmenting slowly and differently. 

Maybe that’s exactly where lies the needed clue 

To figure out their identity with ease and efficiency 

 

Stained with Nile Red, these plastics glow 

Ever uniquely because of their intrinsic properties 

Ranging from purple, blue, red and yellow 

Their identity may lie in these oddities 

 

As pretty and charming as they may shine, 

These microplastics are still a pest.  

Hopefully with this method we shall find 

An identification method that works best. 
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I’ve submitted an 

original photo of 

medication. As a 

biomedical engineer on 

a pre-med track I 

understand the science 

behind medication - the 

benefits and the issues. 

 

Medications can dull 

real issues, real pain, 

and real emotions. 

Therefore, I turned this 

photo of medication 

into a piece reminding 

us that pills should be 

taken with thought and 

meaningful intention. 

 

 

 

 

Serena Raval 

(undergraduate 

student) 

 

 

This piece illustrate how intimacy is constructed under the eye 

of Other in a socio-psychological way. 

 

Yuhao Ding  

(graduate student) 
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This image used Nerual Style Transfer to transform the 

styles of four of the world's most renowned images to a 

schematic model of COVID-19's molecular structure. 

 

Art and science are all products of human invention, and 

their continued existence and progress require our 

admiration. As a result, I think that through these plots, 

science can be conveyed in a more visual and 

understandable manner. 

 

 

Siyu Wang  

(graduate student) 

 

 

“The Pillars of Creation”  

“The Great Wave off Kanagawa”  

Van Gogh, “Starry Night”  

Kandinsky, “Composition No. 7”  
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I worked with Fuad Shatara from the Majumder lab 

to create this piece. Shatara is investigating how 

microplastics in waterways effects the movement of 

algae. To do so Shatara cuts up white string made of 

plastic compounds (often found in textile waste) and 

deposits the small pieces in a beaker with a cluster of 

algae, to see how they interact.  

 

In my piece, I created a loom with white string that 

represents the strings used in Shatara’s research. The 

wool roving weaved into the loom represents the 

algae, and how it can float to the surface of the 

beaker when paired with the microplastics. 

 

Astrid Hooper Lofton  

(undergraduate student) 

This is a visual art piece of an acrylic 

paint on canvas to depicting our 

understanding of how our complex 

boreal forests/tundra ecosystem in the 

northern latitude is facing the vagaries 

of climate change induced magnifi-

cations in fire incidences. The snow is 

receding exposing more land area and 

shifting the vegetation types towards 

shrublands which can be captured in 

long-term satellite remote sensing data 

and ground observations. 

 

 

Sumanta Chatterjee  

(graduate student) 
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This image is a combination of nature, beauty, abstraction, 

and science.  

 

Science is inherently art, the creation of robotics, the 

drawings of the concept of atoms and DNA, field 

observations of living things. All of these can help us 

understand our world better, and I believe that my piece is 

an abstract jumble of the ones I appreciate most. 

 

 

Brenna Rea 

(undergraduate student) 

Science is an elucidation of our interaction with art. What we perceive – of art, of life, of our 

surroundings – is actually a conversion of signals through the brain, cobbled back into a concrete 

understanding of what is “real”. 

Art is a way of communicating our understanding of science. Art lets us visualize, manipulate, and 

understand the same processes that we use to perceive it; it is integral to the process. 

 

Science and art are not separate entities, they are two ways of approaching our larger goal – to 

understand the world around us. 

 

 

 

On one side, the flowers represent 

art as we often discuss it – imagery 

depicting nature, beauty, complex 

entities. The brain “sees” those 

flowers, and all the component 

parts: colors, wavelengths and 

intensities of light, scents, and 

sounds, but the two sides are the 

same to the brain. Science is the 

mechanism by which we interact 

with art, and by creating this image, 

art is also the mechanism by which 

we can describe the science. 

 

Melanie Callaghan  

(postdoctoral researcher) 
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Art is such a powerful tool in 

understanding science. Audiology 

is something I am very passionate 

about, and in my submission, I 

illustrated the complex concept of 

high frequency sensorineural 

hearing loss in a way that makes 

more sense to someone without 

prior knowledge.  

 

Using art as a medium to explain 

science is incredibly powerful. I 

have discovered an intense love 

for art and science, and intend to 

pursue both as a Medical 

Illustrator after Undergraduate 

studies and continue education in 

a Master’s program for 

Biomedical Communications. 

 

Mariah Hoepner  

(undergraduate student) 

Individual bacterial cells can 

communicate using a complex 

language of chemical signals. 

When cell density reaches a 

critical threshold, the high 

concentration of signaling 

compound (the haze around 

each cell) causes the bacteria 

to shift from a nomadic 

lifestyle to a multicellular 

community. This is known as 

“quorum sensing” and is 

associated with changes in 

virulence, metabolite 

production, biofilm formation, 

and more.” 

 

Irene Stoutland  

(graduate student) 
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Yin-yang represents the ever changing balance between opposite 

forces which forms a harmonious whole. When the balance is 

disrupted, issues can occur. For organs to maintain proper 

function, there is a balance between cellular growth and death. 

Normal colon represents order (left side). Each dark brown 

stained ellipse-shaped structure is an individual colon crypt. 

There is a diverse mixture of specific cell types arranged in a 

highly ordered manner and nuclei (stained in blue) demonstrate 

consistency in size, circular shape and intensity.  

 

When cells acquire a genetic mutation that shifts the delicate 

balance between growth and death towards growth, tumors can 

form. Cancerous tumor cells represent chaos, recklessness, 

disorder, and expansion. The colon cancer on the right side has 

lost all resemblance to normal colon crypt formation and the blue 

stained nuclei range in size, shape and staining intensity. 

 

Santina Snow (graduate student) 

 

I am fascinated by the remarkable similarities between the 

natural world and human biology/medicine. The endocrine 

pancreas is made up of “islands” of hormone-secreting cells 

(insulin, glucagon and other hormones) in a sea of connective 

tissue. Insulin-secreting beta cells undergo cell proliferation 

and/or cell death in response to a variety of signals and the 

resultant changes in beta cell mass underlies diabetes. The 

organization of pancreatic islets has always struck me as 

resembling a bouquet of cut flowers. This acrylic painting 

(right) highlights the floral aspects of pancreatic islets.  

 

Branching morphogenesis is a recurrent theme in biology that 

plays a key role in sculpting networks of blood vessels, the 

tracheal tree and the mammary gland, among other examples.  

 

In the mammary gland, epithelial cells are organized into 

ducts (“branches”) and lobules (“end buds”). These epithelial 

cells undergo expansion during pregnancy and then die after 

pregnancy. The analogy of a deciduous tree with its 

springtime blossoms (birth) and autumn leaf fall (death) is 

striking. This watercolor depicts the essential characteristics 

of branching morphogenesis and springtime awakenings. 

 

 

Vincent Cryns (faculty) 



 

  



 



 
 

 

There is so much overlap between science and art. In science we see the application of 

art in designing representations of our data, in using confocal imaging to illuminate 

microscopic worlds, etc. In art we see the use of science in mixing paints, in care ful 
consideration of combining different media, etc. Yet as individuals who think a lot about 

science (Anna) and art (Matt), we realized that we are not often pushed to think about 
the intersectionality of our fields. That is why we were so excited to host a contest that 

encouraged individuals affiliated with the University of Wisconsin to do just that.  

Contest participants responded to the prompt: “How do art and science intersect?” We 
received submissions from undergraduates, graduate students, post-docs, staff and 

faculty showcasing the vibrancy and diversity of research and art done on campus.  




